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CHEERFUL REVIEWS OF BUSINESS CONDITIONS IN VIRGINIA
OLD BURG GOING AHEAD

Arrr tmtiifltrlrn ICMnlillnlierf, Olil I'lniiln
t-nln_-Kf.il nnd Much lliilldltiK Done.

[Hp.clnl to Tln* Tlm.lt-Dl.pnteh,]FREDEIUCKH13URO, VA., Deeember
28,.The year Just closing hns boen
one of the bCBt that Frederlcksburg
hmi over experlencod, gcnorally spoak-
lng. The clty has grown ln every way,
Among the new IndustrlcH OBtabllBhed
ls thn largo panta factory. Old facto-
rlofl havo boen cnlargcd nnd thelr facll-
Itlos lncrcaaed. Many new rosldenccB
have been ercctetl, nnd othorfl aro now
in courso ot conBtructlon, a number
of them belng on an clnborato acale.
Publlc ImprovomcntB have been mado

nnd taxable values havo largely in-
crenscd. Frederlcksburg draws Its
trndo from n Inrgo surroundlng coun¬
try, and wlth Incrcasod buslneBS tho
fltores havo boen mndornlsserl and lm-
liroved untll they now compare favor-
nbly wlth tho large cltles, -nnd the
merchants aro thorotighly up-to-dato.
Congress approprlated $40,000 for a
publlo building to he erected In Frcd¬
ericksburg during the comlng year.
The clty Iibb now In contemplatlon

the erectlon of a largo, modern publlc
school building at an early date, and ln
nddltlon to tho street pavlng and gran.
ollthlc pavementa whlch havo been
lnld, many new lmprovements to streetfl
nnd sldcwalkn along thia line aro be¬
lng conflldercd.
The Richmond, Frcdericksburg and

Potomac Railroad has purchftsed con-
slderable real estate here, and lt lfl
snld that tho company wlll spend
$500,000 here for building new passen¬
ger and frnlght depots. laylng new
trackB, extendlng Its yardB and for
other lmprovements during the comlng
aprlng.
Tho Fredcricksburg Power Company,

whlch Ib now owned by the Qould In¬
terest, Ib building largo dams on the
Rappahannock and Rapldan RIverB,
nbove thls clty, Involvlng thc nxpnn-
dlturo of large sums of money, tho
ohject belng to concentrato electric
power to be used horo for llghtlng
purposcs, as power for Industrlal
plantB. for an electric railway line
here, If the charter can bc secured, for
other purposes here, and for power
furnished aa far as ltichmond and

.Washlngton and Intcrmedlate polnts.
The Unlted States govornment ls spend¬
lng large sums for the Improvemont of
the Rappahannock Rlver at and below
Fredcricksburg.
Another fcature that has contrlbuted

largely to the upbulidlng of thls aec-
tlon of the State Is tho large number
of newcomers who are settling in and
near Fredorleksburg. Many of them
are men of mcans. and all of them are
deslrable apd valuable cltizeps. The*e
new realdentfl have come from the
North, "Weat and South. A large numr
ber hnve purchased estates In the sur¬
roundlng countles, not far from thls
clty. Some of them have bullt new
manslons. nnd all of them have Im¬
proved the lands and mado the farms
moro valuable. Many have located ln
thls clty, and all neem pleaHod wlth
thelr new homes and havo been ex-
tended a cordlal welcome by our people.
Much Interest ls felt In the appliea¬

tlon of the Oould Interests for a char¬
ter for the Fredcricksburg and South¬
ern Railway. and It ls tlie general Im-
presBlon that the eHtabliithment of thls
line wlll be a great advantage to the
countles through whlch lt pusses and
to Frcdericksburg.

Altogether. Fredcricksburg haa rniiBe
for much satlsfnctlon In revlewlng the
past twelve months, and Its hopes for
the future are high and brlght.

WINCHESTER IS 0PTIMISTIC
Tlie Old Town H.Il.-v.-. Comlng Year

AVlll be I-rlKh.r»t Ever.
ff*i>**.iRl to The Tlmes-Diapiitch.]

WINCHESTER. VA., Deeember 28..
The prospecta for the year 1908 In
Wlnchester and the county of Fred-
erlck are hopefully regarded by the
buslness men and manufacturcrs of
this section. Although, a short tlme
slnco, It was feared that the prevall-
lng financial depression would dlrectly
affect local conditions, lt Is now be-
llved that tho effect wlll not alto-
gether be harmful.
The clty has but two vory large

mnnufactorles, and they both have ex¬
cellent prospects, whlle those of lesser
magnltude bld falr to reap the same
good results as licretorore. Thero ls
more monoy in the banks than ever.
The farmers have had flne crops, and
nre so sltuated that they have not boen
forced to sell thelr wheat and corn,
etc, at a sacriflce, and will get good
prices for the same.
As Wlnchester depends to a great

extent upon contlguous farmers, and
as it secms that the farming element
is loyal to Wlnchester's buslness men.
thero ls every reason to belleve that
the old town wlll be as successful and
prosperouB in 1908, lf not more so, than
1907.
l :-¦-

WYTHEVILLE PR0SPER0US
Mcrchnnts, Mnnufactiirers nnd Ilanks

Have nll Dniie Well.
[Speclal to The Timos-DIsDatch.l

WYTHEVILLE, Deeember 28..The
year Just closing has been one of gen¬
eral prosperity for tho town of Wythe-
vlllc. The manufactorles, banks and
merchants have all done Buccessful and
satisfactory buslness, unaffected by lhe
recent strlngency ln the financial
world. The Chrlstmas trade of
the merchants has been up to the
average of previous years, nnd ln some
Instances greater than ever before.
The manufactorles have been work-

Ing full tlme, and tinable In many cases
to flll their orders promptly.
During tho year there has been qulte

an amount of building. notably the
Wythevllle Foundry Company has com-

pleted Its plant, near tho depot, and
has the plant ln full operatlon.

Rlch Brothers* new furniture ware-

rooms, on the corner of Fourth Ave¬
nue and Maln Streets, into whlch thoy
Have Just moved, bullt of concrete
blocks, Is a large and handsome struc-
ture, greatly lmprovlng that section
of tho town.
Among tho prlvate residences bullt

Ihls year are Mr. C. W. Heuser's and
Mrs. J. L. Gleaves's, both on Tazewell

The Season's
I Greetings.

" 4,, As the year is closing we desire to thank our
friends for th,e business "they have given us during the
year. We have tried"to handle same to your satis-
faction, and trust w,e ;bave,succeeded.
We -hope to continue in favor when you place

your orders fQr 1908, and promise our careful atten-
tion to your -requirements.

Wishing you a Happy New Year, we are
Yours Faithfully.,

E*,I Mviun St. ;:, '-' ''THE' EwB,.TAYI,,QCO* s : t| \2 > w '7 '', i' '.: L:'IO. ;!t.
A'sEl;tt'tiZ ,2tg9'rI!iWC

:tr_et. Thoso resldcncns, In stylo and
ppolntmcnts, aro of the most modern
ypn of suburban cotlnges, and udd
rrcntly to tho attractlvoncsa of the
ectlon In whlch they aro bullt. ln ad-
lltlon to tho abovo thoro havo been
lUilt durlng tho yenr qulto a numbor
f less pretcntlous but comforlnblo cot-
agos In dlfferent portlons of tho
ubtirhs, nll-of whlch aro occupled.
Contrncts havo beon let for tlio liullrl-

n.- nj flvo onslx flno residenccs ln tho
pring.
The public Improvements of tho
own for the yenr embraccs tho cstab-
Islunent of a sewer system, under a
ranchise granttd by the town to tho
Vythcvllle 8owcr Company.

CULPEPER GOES FORWARD
levr BiinlnpSN Ilotisps ..rrcteil Durlng;

the Vcsr, nml IIii_.Iii.__i Actlve.
[Hpcclal to Thc 'i*..iiH_'Dliipatch.l

CULPEPER, VA.. December 28..
'here aro few towns ln Vlrginla whlch
lavo mnde moro suostantial progres_
lurlng the past year than Culpeper.
Overy business house and dwelling ls
.ccupled, and others, both for resl-
lences and business, aro now belng
lonstructcd. Among the material Im-
irovcments of J.he past year Is a large
inrdwiiTc business and a number of
norcantile houses now ln succossful
iperallon. Then, thero Is the large
ce plant bullt before, but grcatlyf
uldcd to slnco last August, whlch sup-
illes flne leo both to thls and thc sur-
.ouiiding towns as far north as Alex-
mdrla and as far south as Charlottes-
Mlle.
The recelpts at the post-offlco are

low-'ln excess of what they havo ever
leen, and there has been a general
ncreaso of Its business, notably ln
ho money-order and reglstry depart-
nont...
A contract wlth the electrlc plant

ivhlch supplles tho corporatlon Its
lghts, has recently been enlarged to
lupply more are llghts for the cor-
joratlon and for the depot houses, and
tlso outslde of the Southern and Ches-
ipoakc and Ohlo Rallways statlons.
The mercantlle business has pro-

rrosscd most satlsfnctorlly, and there
iave been no fallures or' forced sales
.o mark the closed year.
The banks are all prosperlng and

¦nntinui- to operate on a safe, lncrcas-
ng and lucratlvc basls.
All tho varlous lnstltutlons of the

:own aro nowt In actlve operation. and
mvo met wlth marked success during
;he year.
The town Is efflclently pollced, and

tho health of the community excep-
tlonally good, Culpeper belng reck-
)ned at Washlngton as the second
lealthlest place ln tho United States.
Culpeper belng easy of access wlth

two rallway companies, scarcely an
liour passes wlthout both passonger
ind freight trains runnlng north and
.outh.
No locatlon anywhere offers fin-T

.pportunltles to the man of business
or tomptatlons to the seeker after
health or pleasure.

MANASSAS DOING WELL
Better Hn_in.__ Thnn Merchants Ilnvc

Ever Known.Much Bulldlng;.
[Speclal to The Timen-Dlsr-atch.]

MANASSAS. VA., December 28..The
leading merchants and business men
of tho town Bay that business haa been
better ln Manassas durlng the year
1907 than In any year prevlous slnco
they have been In buslneBS. Not only
aro the merchants dolng a larger vol¬
ume of business than ever before, but
the people are demandlng a better
class of goods than they have been
buylng heretofore.
Houses aggregatlng In value many

thousands of dollars have been erected
thls year, and there are now several
in the course of construction. The
Baptlst Church has erected a new
bulldlng at a cost of $6,000. The Hop-
klns Company. Incorporated. proposes to
erect within the next year a large four-
story brick bulldlng, In order that 'ts
lncreaslng business may be taken care
of. Thls company, through one of its
salesmen, Mr. B. C. Taylor, ln flfteen
dayn durlng the month of September
sold twenty-flve tons of cocoanut
candy In Southern Vlrginla and North
Carollna.
Durlng the comlng year the National

Bank of Manassas wlll bulld a hand-
some banking house on tho lot recently
purchased from Mrs. A. A. Hynson.
A Business Men's League has re¬

cently been organized, and thls organl¬
zatlon hopes to brlng several new en¬
terprlses to the town durlng the year
1908. Manassas'is a flne locatlon for
a good flourlng mlll, and tho league
hopes to get one located here within
a short tlme. The town has spent sev¬
eral thousand dollars thls year In lay-
Ing concrcte sldewalks, and the work
wlll be contlnued next sprlng. Manas¬
sas Is growlng and tho surroundlng
country is Improvlng.

BLACKST0NE IS BU0YANT
Closing Your Haa Been One of Un¬

usual 'Activity and Progress.
[Special to The Times-Dlspeitch.]

BLACKSTONE, VA.. December '28..
Taken upon the whole, the closing year
has been one ot unusual activity and
progress ln the llfe of Blackstone. Of
course, durlng tho past two months
it has, llke most other places. felt
the depresslon pervadlng tho whole
country, but it is safe to Bay that
what was dono durlng tho flrst ten
months was equal to any prevlous
year's record, and perhups beyond
that

In the way of new enterprlses for
thls year ls the completion of tho new
$11,000 hlgh school and the votlng of
$25,000 ln bonds for sewer Improve¬
ments, The work of constructlng thls
latter wlll be begun in tho sprlng
and pushed to completion, since all
surveys and other arrangements have
been made. A new hotel, costing
about $15,000, has also been bullt dur¬
lng the year. In the matter of con-
structtve work, it is estimated by the
house contractors that fully $200,000
worth of new bulldlngs have been
orected thls year. Astde from the spe¬
clal bulldlngs mentloned, there Is one
nearlng completion on the maln cor¬
ner of the town, whlch wlll cost,
when completed, about $12,000; also
a new church for the Baptlsts, about
half completed, whlch wlll cost about
"$12,000 or $14,000.

"Grlt" ls ono of the characteristic.

SCENES IN BUSINESS LIFE OF CREWE

Curollnn Avenue.

.-.-(
of Dlackstone buslness men, and when
opproached concernlng tho outlook at
thls tlme, they all glvo a very liopc-
ful vlew. They admlt a depresslon
Just now, but say lt cannot last, and
that they aro maklng preparations for
as good buslni'Ms, and cxpect to get
lt, next year as thls year. If ono ls
to Judge tho future by the pnst, they
aro not reckonlng wlthout thelr hoat.

HAS HELD HER OWN
Depresslon ln Wnrreiiton, Ilut Ycnr'a

HiihIih***** Up to Itecord.
[Speclal to The Tlme«-DI.piitch.]

WARRENTON, VA., Deeember 28..
From a commerclal polnt of vlew,
whlle on the whole the year Just clos¬
ing has been attended wlth Increased
prosperity along all llnes, yet It has
beon a most varlable year, and buslness
conditions were spasmodlc. The fall
season opened v/lth brlght prospects,
and October buslness attalned a helght
unprecedented. but this, to the great
surprlso and dtsappolntment of all, wa..
to be of short duration. The financial
condltiona throughout the country
stagnatcd buslness to such an cxtent
that comparlsons from November lst to
the mlddle of Deeember wlth the cor-
rcspondlng season ln 1906 showed a
decllne. From thls latter date up untll
Chrlstmas the buslness done excocded
that of the same perlod of last year,
and the month as a whole may hold Its
own wlth Deeember, 1906.
Wlth these drawbacks lt ls gratl-

fylng, though, to know that, as stated
In the beglnnlng of thia artlcle, that.
take the year as an entlrety, lt wlll
surpass 1906 In buslness achlevements.
One serlous drawback that buslness
houses and collecttng agencles have
had to endure has been the slow col-
lectlons. It has serlously hampered
buslness, and probably Is one of the
maln causes of the slump from tlme
to tlme. The unrest and uncertalnty Is
marked. but buslness men as a rule
are h9peful, and look towards the fu¬
ture wlth an optlmlstic vlew.

COLUMBIA'S ENTERPRISES
AU Hnve Hnd a Very Good Yenr, nnd

Mercliauta Have Done Well.
[Speclal to The Tlmes-Dispatch.]

COLUMBIA, VA.. Deeember 28..The
Columbla Mllllng Company, ln chargeof Russell E. Willard, purchased last
summer a very flne englne for use ln
thelr flour mlll. Mr. Willard, a tlne
Judge of machtnery, bought the en¬
glne which has proved satisfactoryln all respects, and an excellent grade
of flour has been manufactured. Thls
company has made good flour for
many years, the wheat belng brought
hero from Goochland, Cumberland and
Fluvanna countles.

B. R. Cowherd, for many years a
promlnent railroad contractor, has
Just completed an Important contract
on the Virglnia Alr Line Road, whlch
ls under constructlon across the upper
part of the county. Mr. Cowherd has
a large number of lils flne mules
stabled here, whlch laier on will be
shipped to Kentucky, where Mr. Cow¬
herd wlll engage ln rallroad-bulldlng
ln lhe early sprlng.

Russell E. Willard has run with
success throughout the year his handle
and spoke factory, large shlpment.
of hls manufactures belng sent to
different parts of the country. Only
flrst-class hlckory tlmber ls used fot
maklng these handles.
The retall merchants report a good

buslness year. Sales of provlslons anc
other goods have been larger, on ac¬
count of the railroad camps alon?
the line of the Virglnia Alr Line
Road, now well under way, but whlch
wlll not be completed for a year.

ACTIVITY AT BRISTOL
Mnny ..xtenMoim of Enterpriaei. Dur*
Ing tlie Past Yem**.Work Resunicd.

[Speclal to The Tlmes-Dispatch.]
BRISTOL. VA., Deeember 28..Whlli

not nearly so many residence.. wen
bullt ln Bristol ln 1907 aB In 1906, stil
it proved a good building year, and i
careful estlmate, based upon building:
constructed and those now belng bullt
shows that the building operatlons fo
the year aggregate nearly $500,00C
Thls lncludes a new Y. M. C. A.,bulld
Ing, costing $60,000.
The buslneBS of the clty for the yea

amounted to about $32,000,000, dlstrlb
utod as follows: Iron, coal, coke am
lumber, $9,000,000; manufacturlng, $10,
000,000; Jobbing, $8,000,000; mlscella
ncous, $5,000,000.
The electric railway has beon ex

tended through Bristol, Va. Ther
have been largo purchases of tlmbo
lands trlbutary to Bristol. The Wllkln
son lumber plant, wlth a dally capaclt
of 60,000 feet, has been establlshed
The Eaglo Overalla plant, wlth 10
maohlnes, lias boen establlshed. Th
Dlamond and the Peters Goodwyn lc
companles have been consolldatet
The E. W. Klng Company, wholesab
'has enlarged Its bulldlngs. A net
hotel Is ln process of constructlon at
cost of $100,000. The Southorn Mlnln
and Manufacturlng Company, organ
lzed hore during the year, wlth $75,00
capital, has built a railroad to adjacer
proporttes to develop sand and llmc
'stone deposits. The-Sulllvari Cou«.t
Court approprlated $5,000 »to Improv
one of the.maln hlghways leadlng oi
of Bristol. The Bristol; and Klngspoi
Railway Company has beon organlze
.to bulld a road from Bristol to connot
wuh the South and AVestern Rnll.wa
at Klngsport, Thls road wlll prohc
bly be bullt In 1908,

Ed. P. Jones ls Installlng a knlttln
mlll here at a cost of $30,000, .whk
Wlll bo started February lst,

Bristol, Tonn., hns Issued $275,01
ln water works bonds, and ls brlngln
a new water supply to the clty.
The BrlBtol Ethyl tuid IndusUI

Company, with a capadty of 200 gal-1
lons of denaturcd alcohol dally, has
been organlzed.
The Twin Clty Boiler Works. with

$15,000 capltal, has been organized.
The Mltchell Clothing Company,

wholesale, has been organlzed, with
$100,000 capital, and will begin busi¬
ness next month.
The prospective enterprisoB for 1908

include a paper box factory. a lantern
factory. a concrete block machine fac¬
tory by the Lowe Block Machine Co..
with $30,000 capital: addltions to the
Bristol Gas and Electric Company's
plant aggrcgatlng $150,000, and a

water-power plant.
Desplte the currency strlngency,

prospects for business In general for
1908 seem very encouraging. Rallroad
work and other klnds of work are to
bo resumed ln the early sprlng, lt not
sooner.

BUSY YEAR AT DILLWYN
Tobacco, Tlntber, Ilnrl. nnd Mcrcnntlle

IIumIu.hs All Large.
[Special to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.]

DILLWYN, VA., December 28..Dill-
wyn ls situated on the Bucklngham
branch of the Chesapeake and Ohlo
Rallroad, about elghty mlles from
Rlchmond. and ls the business centre
of Bucklngham county. There is a
radius of twenty-flve mlles of coun¬
try from whlch Dlllwyn draws her
trade.
The merchants report the largest

sales durlng the past year that they
have had for any one year for flve
vears. Thls can be readlly accounted
for from the fact that the tobacco
crops of tho county have been above
the average, and the farmers dlsposo
of thelr crops at thls placo. Thls ls
one of the largest markets ln the
Stato for rallroad tles. There has
been spent for tios alone at this placo
moro than $35,000 ln the past year.
An enormous business ls done horo

In sumac. Soinethlng over 200.uoo
pounds have been handled durlng the
past year. Tho bark business has
been so large for the past months that
cars could not be had to serve tho de¬
mand.

Mr. A. "W. Moore reports large lum¬
ber deals durlng the year. II. M.
White & Son report that they have been
rushed to flll the orders. whlch they
have received for undressed lumber
and poplar wood.
W. A. Moss, wholesale dealer ln

flour, reports flne sales ln carload lots.

DANVILLE D0ING WELL
AH Enlerprlses Busy, nnd I.iiiik Strldes

Made Along Mnny Llnes.
[Speclal to Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch.]

DANVILLE, VA., December 28.The
past year ln Danville has been one of

1, great success from a business and In-
i dustrial standpolnt, and has been
i marked by rapid strldes along many

llnes. Whlle the number of new plants
and large corporatlons establlshed dur¬
lng the year has been comparatively
small, many of the oldor concerns and
plants havo branched out and greatly
lncroased both facilities and tho out¬
put of product, Durlng the past twelve
months tho Mortock Manufacturlng
Company, makers of workmen's gar¬
ments, have movod Into their new fac¬
tory, a large and modern .brick struc-
ture. The Nooll Anderson Manufactur¬
lng Company recently erected and are
now occupying a commodlous and mod¬
orn furnlturo factory; the Danville
Knittlng Mllls on nccount of Increasod
bulldlngs havo moved Into larger qunr-
ters, and the Virginia Hardwaro Com¬
pany has added a large harness fac¬
tory to tholr already large business.

Danville has mado a remarkably good
showlng durlng tho flnanclal strln¬
gency. The varlous banking Instltu-
tlons adopted tho plan of issuing clear-
lng houso certlfleates ns soon as tho
Now York, Baltlmore and other bnnks
began hotdlng back- currency. Theso
certlfleates have been accepted by tho
merchants, farmers and cltlzens gon¬
orally ns cash. Tho banka havo boon
gradually taklng up thoso certlfleates,
andnow nearly nll-paynionts are madc

'} ln cash. Tho pay-rolls of^ all of tho
large manufnetuting plants, ns woll as

y tlio business houses, havo boon ln casli
for several weeks,
Tho publlshed stutemonta" oC th'o va¬

rlous banking tnstltutlonB of tlio clty
show them to bo In as strong flnanclul
condltlon as ever hoforo In thelr his¬
tory, somo havlng onierged from tlu
recent flnanclul crlsls ovon strongei
thun beforo. T.ia Xlrat Natlonal i-Mi.

of thls clty recently increased its cap>
Ital stock from $100,000 to $150,000, ant
Its surplus from $120,000 to $200,000.
Danvilie has been holdlng her repu-

tatlon as the largest loose leaf tobacci
market Inthe world, as well as belnj
best equlpped ln every respect for th.
best handling of the product. Thi
average price pald for tobacco sold a
auctlon on tho warehouse floors her.
during the past twelvia months ha
been $10.54 per hundred pounds, an ln
crease of $2.14 per hundred pounds ove
the same perlod of last year.

HARD TIMES NOT FELT
Farmvllle'. BiinIiil'nn I.nrger Thnt

VmiiiiI and IMaiit.. Betnp? l.nliirgeil.
[Speclal to The Tlmes-Dispatch.]

FARMVILLE, VA., Deeember 28.-
The year now drawlng to a close ha
been ono of the most prosperous t.
the people of Farmvllle and thls aec
tlon known for a decade. Great im
provements havo been made by th
munlcipal government, untll to-da;
Farmvllle Is second to no town of lt
size ln tho South. The stringent tlme
reported from every section of th
country have not been felt horo. Wh.ll
banks of most towns and cltles have re
sorted to Issiilng scrlp for cash, nelthe
of the three banklng lnstitutloiis o
Farmvllle has had to do so, and durln;
the holidays Just past tho merchant
enjoyed an unprecedented volume o
trade.
At thls tlme a large wood-workln

establlshment ls belng erected. Th
structuro is {_ three-story one, and th
manufactory ls expected to glve err
ployment to scores of nieri. A compan
has announced that It has glven a
order for the necessary machinery fo
a twenty-ton ice plnnt, -which wlll b
In worklng order before tho comin
summer. The Farmvllle Manufactui
Ing Company. probably ono of th
largest plow-handle plants in thls cour
try, has onjoyed a remarkably succesi
ful year, and now has orders ahea
whlch wlll keep many employes bus
Iho wholo of 1908. The Prlnce Edwar
Cannlng Company, whlch has done
largo buslness hore for the past thre
years, reports 1907 as Its bannor yea
and arrangements aro maklng for eve
a larger amount of buslness during tl
season of 1908. Many addltlons ha\
been made to the buslness houses <

Farmvllle, and not a merchant con
plalns of the year 1907.

LYNCHBURG'S BEST YEAR
Thls StiilcMinent Tiui* <»_ All Conunercli

nnd IudiiNlrliil l.luc..
[Speclal to The Tlmes-Dispatch.]

LYNCHBURG, VA., Deeember 28.-
Despite the panicky conditions of tl
past few months and the consecjuei
strlngency in tho money mark'
throughout tho country, Lynchburg h'i
enjoyed the most prosperous yoar
her history. Thls Is truo of all con
merclal and Industrial llnes r'opresen
ed ln the clty's trade. Tho Chrtstmi
trade was equally as good thls year i
last. If, "indeed, It was not better, a

though the merchants several wool
ago wero possimlstlc over tho outloo
Collectlons havo beon good, especlal
ln the wholosale and jobblng trado, ai
Lynchburg enters upon the now yei
hopeful that the worst hns been e:
porlenced; that the monoy market w
improve shortly, and that tho now yei
wlll bo another record breakor.
Ono of tho best iiidlcations of tl

prosperity enjoyod is the fact tliat tl
postofheo rovenues during tho elev.
montlis of tho year show good, healtl
galns over the same months ln 19(
nnd Decomber, whllo tho lncrenao w
not bo tpilto as largo as lt would ha-
beon wlth conditions overywhoro wh
they woro threo niontlis ago, wlll she
a good Increase ovor lnst Docombi
In short, tho flguren wlll show t
largesf month's buslness tho olllco h
qvor onjoyod.
Whllo thero havo beon only a ft

large planta erocted during tho yei
the building oporatlons in tho cl
nnd Iminudlato suburbs aggrcgato
outlny of upwards of $1,000,000, The
woro 3110 purmlts Issued ln the cl
llnilts, tho cost of theso structur
helng $800,000, and nn oalimato of $30
P00 for tho suburhan building ls 1:
lloved to lio consorvatlvo.
J The conditlon of the local banks
oxcellont, but, llke mnny other thrl
Ing ccuti-us, Ui* vulumo ot currou

hns not beon largo enntigh for the do-
inuntlH, nnd tbe Clearlng-house Assocla¬
tion has severnl hupdred thousand dol-
urs of scrlp In clrculntlon. Thls pnsscs
freely for nll purposcs, nnd Iiob iildod
the iinnks '.n the trnnsnctlon of thelr
buslnoss. Durlng tho year thoro bns
been a gnln of $r.00,000 In thc bnnklng
nsscts, notwltlistandlng tlio strlngont
condltlons.

In munlclpal clrclcs tho mn. t Impor¬
tant event of tho year, nnd probnbly
ono of thn most Important In tho his¬
tory of tho clty, was tho Instnllntlon
of thc gravlty water system, by wlilch
a supply of mountaln wntor Is brought
from the foot bills of tho Bluo Rldge,
twenty-two mlles dlstant, In a 30-lncli
mnln, to be dlstrlhuted from tho two
old rcscrvolrs through tho old mnlns
to the consumcr.
On January lst tho clty wlll eniargo

Its llmits, tnklng In a restrlcted amount
of suburbnn property, addlng about
6,000 people atul $2,000,000 of taxable
valuoa to tho clty. Thls wlll mnko
Lynchburg tho thlrd clty In size In the
Stnte in populntlon, though in area It
wlll liavc hnrdly one-half the cxtent
of the presont llmits of Boanoko.

CONFIDENCE IN NORFOLK
IlnslncMs Men Look Forwnrri to New

Yenr ns One ot Pnimlse.
[Speclal to Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch.]

NORFOLK, VA., Deeembor 28..Tn the
oplnion of tbo leading bankers nnd
Inislni-ss men of Norfolk, tho worst
of tho depresslon Incldent to the re¬
cent flnanclal flurry hns been expcrl-
enccd. and they believo 1908. desplte
the fact that It ls a presldentlal cam¬
palgn year, usually an off year for
business activity, wlll be falrly pros¬
perous and tho peoplo contented.
The buslnoss men, flnanclers and real

eatato dealers of Norfolk, aro confldont
that tho new year wlll bo ono of great
activity; that there wlll bo llttlo ot
tho depresslon followlng the closo of
exposltlons, and that values wlll slowly
and steadlly lncrease. It Is declared
that desplto tho fact that so many
bulldlngs woro erected In antlclpatlon
of the exposltion, and left vacant at
Its close, they aro belng grarlually oc¬
cupled by pormanont rcsldents as dwoll-
lngs or for buslnoss purposes. "It ls
belleved that another two years wlll
flnd Norfolk In need of addltlonal bulld¬
lngs to caro for demands.
Thlngs that are calculatod to help

Norfolk durlng the next twelve months
are the completion of tho Vlrglnlan
Rallway, glving omployment to hun¬
dreds; tho work on tho blg coal plers nt
SewelPs Polnt, and tho establlshment
of a blg shlp-buildlng yard by tho
Cramps, of Phlladelphia. Building Is
actlvo at present, and as soon as sprlng
opens scores of resldences are to be
bullt, glving omployment to mechanlcs
and labor. r...

0RANGE GOES F0RWARD
Continues to Groiv, Uuslnrhn Good, nnd

Bnuks nre Strimg.
[Speclal to Tho Tlmes-DI»patch.]

ORANGE, VA.. December 28..Tho
recent flurry In the money market does
not seem to have affected business in
Orange. The merchants and heads of
the dlfferent business enterprlses unlt«
ln saylng that there has been no fall¬
lng off of trade durlng the year. ln
some instances there had been an In¬
creaso over 1906.
The banks aro ln a most flourlshing

condltlon. Notwlthstandlng the unl-
versal strlngency in flnanclal circles
the Orange banks have pald currencj
rlght along, and have nxtended loan.'
to thelr customers whenovor requostcd
Tho two banks have half a mllllon dol¬
lars on deposlt.
For a number of years the town oi

Orange has malntalned a steady anc
substantial growth. There has beon ni
dlmlnutlon ln that dlrectlon during thi
past year. During the last twelve
months sevoral new business enter¬
prlses have been Inaugurated, and
number of dwelling houses have bcor
[erected.

SOUTH BOSTON BOOMING
More Bulldlng Thnn Ever. Merclinnti

und Miinufiicttirers Ilnny.
[Speclal to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.]

SOUTH BOSTON. December 28..De
spite her blg flre last March and th'
money strlngency thls fall, South Bos
ton has gone ahead by leaps am
bounds durlng 1907. Never before li
South Boston's history has lt enjoyei
such prosporlty In the way of bulldliu
and Improvements. Durlng tho nas
year a mammoth ice plant has beei
erected, Stebblns, Lawson & Sprnggln
have completed thelr large and moder:
shlrt factory. the Bank of South Bos
ton. a modern and up-to-date banl
bulldlng, two new warehousos, sovera
prlzorles, fifteen or twonty new storei
to say nothlng of tho many residencei
havo been bullt. The handsome not
Garland Hotel was flnlshed and throi
Us doors open tc the public last Octo
bor. The manufacturers and jobber
have all dono well. and the retall mer
chants never enjoyed a larger patron
age.
The tobacco business has been flm

and the warehousemen aro sell Ing nior
tobacco than ever before, wlth muc
larger averages than last year. Tli
banks havo all done an excellent bus:
ness. nnd are ln a flourlshlng condltloi
In a word, it has been a remarknbl
yonr of prosperlty. and everybod
seems dellghted over the success (
our hustling little town. We are es
pectlng even greater thlngs for 190
Wo already have In course of constriu
tlon a mngnllicent, hnndsome and moc
ern public school bulldlng. The stea'
laundry, with all modern tmprovement
wlll be completed by the flrst of sprini
Several large storage warehouses ni

contemplated, ns woll ns the unlc
depot. The tobacco peoplo wlll
manv wavs lncrease thelr facilities f<
handling tho weed, and flgures'are nn

being made for many handsome bulh
Ings to be orected at an enrly dat
Tho new water power, when harnessi
as proposed, will «enerato nower sufl

u ctent for the industrles of a clty
2t 500,000 populntlon. South Boston wl

spond many thousand dollars the on

Ing sprlng and summer for street
sewernge and sldewalks, as well
other Improvemonts.
The general health of tlio comnn

nlty has heen flne. but how could
pe otherwlse wlth such an abundnm
of tho purest klnd of nlr nnd snlend
lithla water? South Boston hncks at

k. onterprlse that hns tho conlldonce :i

lv Its own promotors, and wlshes to I.
lri cato In the best little (largest) clty

Soutlistde Vlrglnln.__
PR0GRESS AT CLIFT0N F0RG
Mereliiinti. nml MiiiiuiriicturerH All 1-iilr

Prosperium BiinIuciis,
[Speclal to Tlie Tlmes-DUpiUch.]

CL1FTON FORCE, Docomber 28.-
Durlng the year now drnwing to
close thls clty kept abrcast of tl
tlmes and mado inapy notable advanc
from u buslnoss polnt of vlow. No no

ontorprlsos of noto wore started, b
those already ln oporution mai
money, and added Improvements nece

sary to incroaso tholr output. CUfti
Forge is largely a rallroad centro,
bolng at tho ond ot throo Importa
dlvlsions of tho Chesapealto and Oh
syBteiu. Tho niotithly ptiy-roll of ti1
great corporatlon here roaches near

$100,000.
A fow years ago thli clty had on

ono small leo plant. now lt hns thn
ull of whlch wlll bo in oporution t
ooniing summer. Untll a short tlmo ti

thero'was only ono eloetrto' light plai
now there ara two, ono company fu
nlshlng the clty and Its realdents wl
light- and tho othor furnlslitng Ugl
for tho rallway, tho hotel, Y, M. C.

and tho hospltal. Tho Adnms Expr«ni
Compnny has erocted a now ofllco and
wareroom; thc Cllfton Forgo Machliu
and Foundry Compnny haa Bteadll)
grown from a Btnall Inrluatry to om
of grnnt proportlonB, cmploylng aev*
crnl flkllled workmen, and occupylnj
a largo space of ground wlth Its bulld¬
lngs.
The Christian Churcli congregattot

have completed a handsomo brlck
house of worshlp at a cost of $10,000
and the Preabyterlans nro now building
n $15,000 Btructure, All of tho streeti
of the clty have granollthlo sldewalks
while thn prlnclpal strocts hnve becr.
macadnmlzed at a cost of over $60.-
000. Tho two banks havo lncreasft_
tholr deposits by several thouaand dol¬
lars each, and wlthln the year there
has not been a slnglo falluro of un>
consequence.
On the llrst of last May tho Baloon.

of the city wero closorl by a voto ol
tho peoplo, whereby about $1,000 ln
revenuo was Jost to the clty, but the
last statomont of the Clty Trensuret
Hhows tho flnances of tlie munlclpality
to be ln a healthy state, notwlthsaml-
tng thls loss.

Thero has been an lncroaso ln tlie

receipts of the post-offlce, the com¬

munlty as a whole Is optlmlstlc, and
ls looklng forward to stlll greater
thlngs ln 1908. So far tho effects ot
the monoy strlngency has not been felt
hero, and everythlng Is golng ahead as

though nothing had happened. In tho
comlng year several new store bulld¬
lngs wlll be erectcd and several new

rcsldences wlll be bullt. as was thc
case thls year. You can put It down
that thls clty is golng ahead ln every
way, the most Important step belng
the complctlon of a $36,000 brlck
school building. The Virglnia Colle-
glatc Instltute was organlzed during
last summer, and has a largo enrol-
ment of students.

»

LOUISA HAS DONE WELL
Merchnnls Heport ProspeTotis Yenr, nnd

thc Outlook Encouraglng.
[Kprclnl to Tho Ttmcs-Dlspntch.]

LOUISA, VA., Deeember 28..Louisa
has had an unusually prosperous year.
the best buslness year ln the history
of the town.and has brlght prospocts
ahead for tho comlng year. The bulk
of the sales of the merchants hero have
been for cash; and the majority ot th«
farmers now pay ln cash or check,
showlng Increascd prosperity gener¬
al ly.
A personal lntervlow with the headJ

of twenty leadlng buslness houses thls
morning ellclted the Informatlon that
the past y.ear has been a very good
one for them, and that thelr prospocts
are good-for the comlng year.
The pnst year has seen the postofflce

here ralsed from fourth to thlrd class.
The Bank of Louisa reports the bost

buslness ln Its history, as shown by
the report to tho Corporatlon Com¬
mlssion.

Several new tlrms and a bank have
been organlzed wlth very encournglng
o\itlook nnd good buslness so far. The
new high school building has been com¬
pleted, a number of residences have
heen erected, and others are planned
for the comlng year.
-»

BUSY AT BLACKSBURG
Yenr Xoiv Endlng One of tln* Bc.it In

the Town_ Hlatory.
[Speclal to The Tlmes-_lspatoh.]

BLACKSBURG, VA., Deeember 2S..
During the year 1907 buslness in

Blacksburg has been exceMcnt. and
there hns been steady ir ,|r»-*«inent
along all llnes. Work haj *»en plen-
ttful and wages high; th« merchants.
have done a flne trade. and report tho
Chrlstmas rush as greater t'han ever
before. Contractors and carpenters
have had moro work than they could
do, and slx new residences have been
elther entlrely completed or are in
such shape that wlth a month of good
weather they can be mado ready for
occupancy. The town has ln 'the last
two months lald about 3,000 foet of
new brlck and concrete sldewalk, run¬
nlng along the entire length of Maln
Street. oh the east slde, and extendlng
on slde streets to the several churches
and the publlc school building. There
is a constant demand for laborers of all
klnds, and the close of the year finds
no man idle or hls famlly ln want un¬

less lt bc from cholce.
Blacksburg somewhat resembles

Washington in that lt is a salarled
town. Tho Virglnia Polytechnlc Instl¬
tute has a monthly pay day, on whiCh
not only the llfty members of the fac¬
ulty and tho working students recelve
thelr salarles, but on the pay roll also
are many laborers employed about the
grounds and bulldlngs, and the men

on tho farm, who get thelr checks wltb
unfaillng regularlty. Included also
are tho mnny farmers who furnish
mllk to tho, creamery, those who fur¬
nish cortain supplles to tha dlnlng-
hall; and the employes ofthe laundry
ancl other departmonts of the Instltute.
Store bllls are collectnble. as a rule.
one day after college "pay day," and
thls goes far towards keeping money
ln circulntlon and ls tho causo of much
mado here belng spent at home. The
location of tho Virglnia Poiytechnlc
Tnstltute here glves the farmer cash
for hls farm and dalry supplles, and he
ln turn spends this wlth the homo mer¬

chant.
Tho peoplo of the communlty have

every reason to feel prlde and renewed
confldonce ln tho Bank of Blacksburg.
During the recent trylng months tho
local bank was entirely unaffected by
the so-called panlc. Railroad construc¬
tlon and active minlng operatlons have
added lnrgely to the volume of the
year's buslness.
The town ls extendlng In nll dlrec-

tlons. Many of the farms adjacent to
tho corporntion llmlts have beon dl-
vlded Into lots, nnd whlle there has
been nt no tlme what mlght be called
a "boom," hardly a month passe3 that
one or more of theso lots aro not sold
and small houses put up. Real estate
ls high, nnd many other houses of con-
alderablo size would be bullt lf sult-
nblc locntlons could bo secured at a
reasonitblo prlco.

Cut Price ,-¦;
Druggist

Deal With Us and Save Money
60c Mllk Weed Crean..30c
SOc Kanilon's Catarrli Jelly.. -llo

25c Kanilon's Catarrh Jelly.. lTo

L. Wagner Drug Co.
Di'iiler lu lltlfli-Grride I»ru«» nnd

Tnllet taoods nt Cut 1'rli'ra.

Sixth and Broad Sts.


